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Patna: Use of ethanol-doped-petrol will revive Bihar's sugarcane industry and

Eenerate rural Jobs if the central government allows its use and supply, said the
state's Minister for Sugarcane Development Nltish lt{lshra,"It (ethanol'doped-petrol)
will certainly help to revive the sugarcane Industry because more cultivation and

pgglgggg will take place to meet the demand for the ethanol blend petrol," Mishra

said here.Hundreds of sugarcane farmers and sugar rnills going through a bad phase

may be directly beneffte$ by the use of ethanol-doped-petrol."The state government

will make a formal requ€st soon to the central govemment to allow use of ethanol-
doped-petrol," a state government official said.This wlll also attract investors to set

up new sugar mills in the state, he added.Ethanol is a liquid alcohol made directly or
Indirectly from sugarcane. Ethanol is also a renewable source of energ.y- made by

fermenting any biomass high in caltohydrates. It is most commonly produced from
field corn and sugarcane, but is also made from other grains.The government aims to
revive all 15 of the closed state-owned sugar mllls to generate adequate lncome for
over 500,O00 sugarcane farmers. In a bid to encourage investors, the state has also

annorncdd incentives for setting up new sugar rnills.A few years ago, India joined the
race for. altemative energ.ylggEEs'and use of ethanol blend petrol" It decided to
allow five percent of ethanol mixing wlth petrol, whlch is likely to be increased by 10

percent later.Currently, nlne states and four unlon territories undertake ethanol
doping, where the requirement is lirnited to only 345 million litres.In the world
market, Brazil - one of the largest sugarcane producers - uses ethanol blend petrol.

The US is the largest Eing!-e consumer of ethanol.
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Central directive makes Bihar lose

Rs 14,000 cr in proposals
patna, May l5 (trTD A entral direciw that prohibits podurtion of ethanol from nrgarrane iuk'e has

deah a serypre blow to Bitrar government's plan to &velop the state as an utlanol hub with fire

irncmnrent propocalr amountiqg to Rr l{,S0 crore lort.

Ilre insertlon of explanation (5) in clausc 3 (sub-chusc in the rugarcane (control) arnerdruent order,

ZffI7 of the Union Ministry of Conrnrmer Afrairs, Food srd Publlc Distdhtion that rame into efu from

December !8 has prwented Biharhom taldng up the* prop&tlt, official rurrter raid.

Explanrtior (3) states: 'production of ethanol directty from sugurcant iuice cttsll br allou'ed in case of

sugpr factorier onlY".

thr Centre'r order led to the *ate lcring frve maior imr$tm€nt propeak throryh which l5 nns

rugarcane iuice-to-ethanol manufacturingfacilities were to be set up in Bihar.

Bihar State hdustrial Pronrotion Boerd (BSIPB) had npprowd thcge prcrieOs *nd cabinet ranfiion hr sll

btn three had alco been obtained, ttte source caid.

It wss durirU Mishra'* 28-rnonth tqr{urr 8r iugnrcjan€ minister that the stnte Eowmment decided to

allm direct prodrtion of ethnnd fmm *rgartane iuicr throryh an amer:dment to the $ugarane

Rrguletion rrd Supply Art, l98l in Marrh, &07.

'Ttre central govemment order har negptcd that morre. Our efbrr to dnrlop Bihar ar an *hancl hub

hrg suffersd a rethcck, Miehra raid" 
.

The propotl by Ws Indian Gasohol ltd (Erode, Tamil Nadu) to ectablilh l0 ten unitc of l& per cent

export orimted ethffpl planU in uariotr parts of Bihar, havirry a total capecity of 6w millim lonne rt
inrattrnent of Rc 13,$57.(X) crore, canld nol be entertained by the ttate SsvErnment becaure of the

f"cntre's dechidn, lhe tourcec re&d"

Ilrree othet wrig propolid by a poland-b$€d Nru turdtr the banner of ltt/r Brai Irulurtriet Pvt t*d

wotrtd aho be ellbcted, they sai{

The Ahanol manuhcturing unit*, mch inrmlving on inre*mcnl of Rs &l rrore, rw,rF to be r*t up at

Purnea, Srlrpur-lbmel in gegusrei and enother in Sup*ul, soufms sakl

lr{/s S S InfrsstructuE private Limited (Dut*rarUa} had secured appraml fur int,E8tingns 95.04 crore for

an ethanol plantat Suhtuit in ltruriharprblockof Madhubani

Marry inrertorl hrd linrd up to erteblblr dlrect mgarcane -to-cthanol production kilitits becoure luch

units md€ beter financial ser6e in thc conte$ of f.entreb plan to laae petro-fuels with a h[her
percntig! of ethrnol, Mi$re odd{d.


